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FACTS  ON  FOOD  LABELING 

The  State  Foods  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  was  passed  to  assure  you  that 
foods  are  safe,  pure  and  made  of  wholesome  ingredients.  It  also  re- 
quired that  foods  be  honestly  and  informatively  labeled  and  packaged. 

In  1966,  the  Fair  Packaging  and  Labeling  Act  was  passed  and  later 
adopted  by  the  state  to  require  more  complete  and  prominent  labeling 
information  so  that  the  customer  could  easily  make  value  comparisons 
among  products. 

The  following  queries  about  food  labeling  have  been  asked  by  consumers: 

1.  What  does  the  term,  "label"  mean  in  reference  to  the  law? 

"Label"  means  any  display  of  written,  printed,  or  graphic 
matter  on  the  immediate  container  or  any  consumer  commodity, 
affixed  to  any  package  containing  a  consumer  commodity. 

2.  Define  the  "principal  display  panel"   of  a  food  package. 

It  is  that  surface  of  the  package  which,  either  by  typography, 
design,  or  through  general  trade  practice,  is  customarily 
displayed  to  the  consumer  at  retail. 

3.  What  information  is  required  on  the  label  of  food  packages? 

a.  Identity  of  the  Food.     This  must  be  stated  as  the  common  or 
usual  name  of  the  food.  If  the  food  is  offered  in  a  variety 
of  forms,  such  as  whole,  sliced,  or  chopped,  the  particular 
form  must  be  a  prominent  part  of  the  statement  of  identity — 
unless  shown  by  a  vignette  or  visible  through  the  container. 
Also,  this  statement  of  identity  must  be  on  the  principal 
display  panel . 

b.  Net  Quantity  of  Contents.     For  most  consumer  commodities 
(only  very  small  packages  are  excluded)  the  quantity  of 
contents  declaration  must  be  shown  in  the  lower  30  percent 
of  that  portion  of  the  label  which  appears  on  the  princi- 
pal display  panel  of  the  package.  The  quantity  of  contents 
declaration  must  be  conspicuous  and  must  be  adequately 
separated  from  other  printed  label  information  so  as  to  be 
readily  seen  by  the  consumer. 
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A  dual  declaration  of  net  contents  is  required  for  packages 
containing  less  than  4  pounds  but  at  least  1  pound.  This 
means  that  the  net  contents  must  be  declared  in  total  ounces 
followed  by  a  separate  declaration  in  pounds  and  ounces. 

For  example:  Net  weight  24  oz.  (1  lb.  8  oz.)  or> 
Net  weight  24  oz.  (1%  lb.)  or 
Net  weight  24  oz.  (1.5  lb.) 

A  dual  declaration  of  net  contents  is  also  required  for 
packages  containing  less  than  1  gallon  but  at  least  1  pint 
of  a  fluid. 

(The  use  of  exaggerated  terms  like  "full  gallon",  "jumbo 
pound",  and  "giant  quart"  is  prohibited.) 

c.  The  name,  place  of  business,  and  ZIP  Code  must  appear  on  the 
label  of  all  consumer  commodities. 

d.  The  ingredients  must  be  stated  on  any  single  panel  of  the 
label  if  the  food  does  not  have  a  standard  of  identity 
established  for  it.  The  ingredients  must  be  listed  by  their 
common  name  in  decreasing  order  as  to  the  amount  contained 
in  the  product.  Foods  which  have  standards  of  identity 
established  do  not  have  to  state  ingredients  except  those 
optional  ingredients  listed  in  the  standards.  All  foods  must 
list  the  presence  of  any  artificial  coloring,  artificial 
flavoring,  or  chemical  preservative. 

When  the  presence  of  a  single,  expensive  ingredient  is 
promoted  as  significant  to  the  value  o£  the  food,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  percent  of  the  expensive  ingredient  present  will 
be  required.  For  example,  a  label  designation  of  "cottonseed 
oil  and  olive  oil"  for  a  mixture  containing  80  percent  or 
more  cottonseed  oil  may  require  a  declaration  of  the  percent 
of  each  oil  present, 

4.  Is  the  size  and  number  of  servings  required  labeling? 

No.  However,  when  the  manufacturer  decides  to  put  the  number  of 
servings  on  the  label,  the  law  demands  that  the  size  of  each 
serving  be  stated  in  the  same  type  in  immediate  conjunction  with 
the  serving  statement. 

5.  What  information  may  I  find  on  the  label  not  required  by  law? 

(1)  A  brand  name  to  further  identify  the  product. 

(2)  Suggested  recipes  on  how  to  use  the  product. 

(3)  Storage  and  cooking  recommendations. 
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(4)  A  statement  of  "Grade"  may  be  on  the  product.  This  grading 
is  determined  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 

6.  Do  all  food  labels  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Food,  Drug, 
and  Cosmetic  Act? 

Yes.  Meats  and  poultry  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

7.  Does  the  law  prohibit  "cents  off"  promotions? 

The  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  does  not  prohibit 
valid  "cents  off"  merchandising,  but  does  require  that  such 
a  practice  represent  real  savings  to  the  consumer.  Authority 
to  issue  regulations  to  preclude  abuses  in  this  area  is  in- 
cluded in  the  Fair  Packaging  and  Labeling  Act. 

8.  Does  the  law  restrict  the  number  of  different  package  sizes  in 
which  a  food  may  be  sold? 

No.  The  law  does,  however,  authorize  the  Department  of  Commerce 
to  seek  voluntary  agreement  from  manufacturers  so  that  a  single 
commodity  will  not  be  offered  in  a  confusing  array  of  package 
sizes. 

The  law  also  gives  FDA  authority  to  define  the  range  of  package 
sizes--for  example,  "small",  "medium",  "large",  "extra  large". 
Thus,  the  "large"  size  of  one  manufacturer's  product  will  not 
be  the  "medium"  size  of  a  competitor. 


If  there  are  any  questions,  you  may  write  the  Environmental  Services 
Bureau  or  phone  449-2408  or  449-2409  in  Helena, 
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